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Ashland County Bridle Trails

Name of trail:

Mohican Memorial State Forest

Location of trail:
Accessible from SR 97

Directions from nearest main route:
3 miles west of SR 3 on SR 97.  From I-71, take exit 165 (SR 97) east about 15 miles to the horsemen’s camp.


Trail Land Manager:

Mohican Memorial State Forest, 419-994-5125

Trail description:
single path and unimproved roads, trails are generally well maintained

Type of trail (multi-use, bridle/hike, etc.):
multi-use

Trail surface:

earthen, rocky, lots of organic leafy material

Normal trail condition:
dry in most areas

Trail condition during winter/wet weather:
muddy in some areas, relatively dry on slopes

Length of trail:
3 Trails totaling 22 miles

Trailhead parking description:
Ample parking on grassy area and gravel lot

Trailhead horse facilities:
water and tie-ups, group camping by permit only, picnic tables, fire ring


Trailhead human facilities:
pit toilet

Unique /scenic trail features:
conifer and hardwood forests, ravines, creeks, very scenic

Trail hazards:

some road crossings, creeks, certain parts of trail shared with bikes


Trail rating:
   X    Easy – Level or gently sloping terrain; consistent groomed surface; wide trail surface; shallow or no water crossings



   X   Moderate – Rolling to hilly terrain; short steeper slopes; water crossings; irregular trail surface; narrower trail surface



      Challenging – Steeper hills; unimproved trail surface; deeper water crossings; wider water crossings; boggy areas



       Difficult – Very steep hills; long climbs or descents; narrow trail surface; faster flowing and wider water crossings; deep water crossings 

Columbiana County Bridle Trails

Name of trail:

Blue Trail












Location of trail:
Beaver Creek State Park, www.ohiostateparks.org 

Directions from nearest main route:
Sprucevale Road Horsemen’s Camp.  Circles the perimeter of camp (starting and ending in camp.)  Stays on the east side of Sprucevale Road.

Trail Land Manager:

Park manager and Beaver Creek Horsemen’s Association/Columbiana County Chapter of OHC.

Trail description:
Scenic, with hemlocks and hardwood trees, at times follows Little Beaver Creek and open field gas pipe line.

Type of trail (multi-use, bridle/hike, etc.):
multi-use, but primarily bridle trail

Trail surface:
clay soil with rocky hills

Normal trail condition:
dry in most areas

Trail condition during winter/wet weather:
wet with ankle deep mud in sore poorly drained areas in wet weather, frozen in winter in sub-freezing temperatures.

Length of trail:
approximately 4.5 miles

Trailhead parking description:
Paved drive to mostly sloped grassy parking area.

Trailhead horse facilities:
over 100 camping sites with tie lines/manure bins, “water buffalos” on holiday weekends.

Trailhead human facilities:
PRIMITIVE, outhouses, including handicapped outhouses & handicapped mounting ramp just off pavement; swing sets, 1 large fire pit.

Unique /scenic trail features:
crosses small stream as the trail winds through hollow to the mouth where it flows into Little Beaver Creek.  “Devil’s Bench” aka Little Colorado – Cliffs with hemlocks across creek.

Trail hazards:

Shared with hikers and fishermen with poles in a quarter mile stretch.  Narrow (1 horse wide) section about 75 yards long which hugs steep hillside which is prone to occasional slides and falling trees.

Trail rating:
       Easy – Level or gently sloping terrain; consistent groomed surface; wide trail surface; shallow or no water crossings



   X   Moderate – Rolling to hilly terrain; short steeper slopes; water crossings; irregular trail surface; narrower trail surface



      Challenging – Steeper hills; unimproved trail surface; deeper water crossings; wider water crossings; boggy areas



       Difficult – Very steep hills; long climbs or descents; narrow trail surface; faster flowing and wider water crossings; deep water crossings 

Columbiana County Bridle Trails

Name of trail:

Orange Trail












Location of trail:
Beaver Creek State Park, www.ohiostateparks.org 

Directions from nearest main route:
Sprucevale Road Horsemen’s Camp.  Starts and ends in camp.

Trail Land Manager:

Park manager and Beaver Creek Horsemen’s Association/Columbiana County Chapter of OHC.

Trail description:
Scenic, with hemlocks and hardwood trees, at times follows Little Beaver Creek, crosses the creek 3 times, goes to horsemen’s picnic area of the “Main Park” with park office and restored and reconstructed Pioneer Village on Echo Dell Road.

Type of trail (multi-use, bridle/hike, etc.):
multi-use

Trail surface:
clay soil with rocky hills

Normal trail condition:
dry in most areas

Trail condition during winter/wet weather:
wet with ankle deep mud in sore poorly drained areas in wet weather, several boggy areas & high swift crossings when streams are near flood stage; frozen in winter in sub-freezing temperatures.

Length of trail:
approximately 12 miles

Trailhead parking description:
Paved drive to mostly sloped grassy parking area.

Trailhead horse facilities:
over 100 camping sites with tie lines/manure bins, “water buffalos” on holiday weekends.

Trailhead human facilities:
PRIMITIVE, outhouses, including handicapped outhouses & handicapped mounting ramp just off pavement; swing sets, 1 large fire pit.

Unique /scenic trail features:
Follows along Little Beaver Creek, includes tow paths of Sandy and Beaver Canal, views of carved stone canal locks and building foundations, scenic overlook of Main Park.

Trail hazards:

Very boggy areas.  Deep crossings when stream is high.  Narrow 1-horse wide sections, cross-paved Sprucevale Road two times.

Trail rating:
       Easy – Level or gently sloping terrain; consistent groomed surface; wide trail surface; shallow or no water crossings



      Moderate – Rolling to hilly terrain; short steeper slopes; water crossings; irregular trail surface; narrower trail surface



      Challenging – Steeper hills; unimproved trail surface; deeper water crossings; wider water crossings; boggy areas



   X    Difficult – Very steep hills; long climbs or descents; narrow trail surface; faster flowing and wider water crossings; deep water crossings 

Columbiana County Bridle Trails
Name of trail:

Yellow Trail




Location of trail:
Beaver Creek State Park, www.ohiostateparks.org 

Directions from nearest main route:
Sprucevale Road Horseman’s Camp  -- Starts and ends in camp

Trail Land Manager:

Park manager and Beaver Creek Horseman’s Association/ Columbiana County Chapter of OHC

Trail description:
Scenic with hemlocks, pines and hardwood trees, at times follows Little Beaver Creek, crosses the creek 2 times

Type of trail (multi-use, bridle/hike, etc.):

multi-use

Trail surface:

clay soil with rocky hills

Normal trail condition:
dry in most areas

Trail condition during winter/wet weather:
wet with ankle deep mud in some poorly drained areas in wet weather, several boggy areas and high swift crossings when streams are near flood stage, frozen in winter with sub freezing temperatures.  

Length of trail:
approximately 10 miles

Trailhead parking description:
Paved drive to mostly sloped grassy parking area.

Trailhead horse facilities:
over 100 camping sites with tie lines/manure bins, “water buffalos” on holiday weekends



Trailhead human facilities:

PRIMITIVE, outhouses, including handicapped outhouse and handicapped mounting ramp just off pavement; swing sets, 1 large fire pit.

Unique /scenic trail features:
Follows along Little Beaver Creek, includes tow paths of Sandy and Beaver Canal, views of carved stone canal locks and building foundations, scenic overlook of Sprucevale area of State Park.

Trail hazards:

Very boggy areas.  Deep crossings when stream is high, narrow 1-horse wide sections, cross paved Sprucevale Road 2 times.  

Trail rating:
       Easy – Level or gently sloping terrain; consistent groomed surface; wide trail surface; shallow or no water crossings



      Moderate – Rolling to hilly terrain; short steeper slopes; water crossings; irregular trail surface; narrower trail surface



      Challenging – Steeper hills; unimproved trail surface; deeper water crossings; wider water crossings; boggy areas



  X    Difficult – Very steep hills; long climbs or descents; narrow trail surface; faster flowing and wider water crossings; deep water crossings 

Cuyahoga County Bridle Trails

Name of trail:

Cleveland Metro parks

Location of trail:
7 separate reservations: Bedford, Brecksville, Hinckley, Mill Stream, Rocky River, North Chagrin, and South Chagrin

Directions from nearest main route:


Trail Land Manager:

Cleveland Metro parks 216-351-6300, www.clemetparks.com 

Trail description:
Suburban area, road crossings, yet feels secluded most of the time

Type of trail (multi-use, bridle/hike, etc.):
horses, walkers, and joggers –NO WHEELS

Trail surface:
wide, well groomed, well maintained

Normal trail condition:
good, not well marked

Trail condition during winter/wet weather:
good

Length of trail:
82 miles – 7 reservation areas, some connected, need guide for connectors

Trailhead parking description:
numerous

Trailhead horse facilities:
no overnight – some picnic spots

Trailhead human facilities:

port-a-johns

Unique /scenic trail features:
many

Trail hazards:

some busy roads, Bedford Reservation river crossing after a heavy rain

Trail rating:
X      Easy – Level or gently sloping terrain; consistent groomed surface; wide trail surface; shallow or no water crossings



X      Moderate – Rolling to hilly terrain; short steeper slopes; water crossings; irregular trail surface; narrower trail surface



X      Challenging – Steeper hills; unimproved trail surface; deeper water crossings; wider water crossings; boggy areas



        Difficult – Very steep hills; long climbs or descents; narrow trail surface; faster flowing and wider water crossings; deep water crossings 

Bridle Trail Information

Cuyahoga County Chapter
Cleveland Metro parks “The Emerald Necklace” consists of over twenty thousand acres with fourteen “reservations” draped around the city and suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio. Seven of these reservations have bridle trails totaling over eighty-two miles. Maps and trail markers are not consistent and are not easy to follow. This being a park that rings suburban areas it does mean that generally you are near roads or homes although you usually have the illusion of being deep in the woods and sometimes you truly are. Most trails are wide and well groomed although stone topping may be a problem for unshod horses. Five of these seven Reservations connect although each is probably better ridden as its own unless you get someone to show you through.

All Bridle Trails are primarily for the use of equestrians but people on foot and dogs ON LEASH are also allowed. Other users are to yield to horses. NO BIKES or WHEELED vehicles propelled by human or animal power are allowed. This includes bikes, strollers and horse drawn vehicles. Horses must be kept on bridle trails and under control at all times. Manure must be picked up in the parking areas and horses are not allowed in picnic areas. There are some areas with a picnic table near the edge and common sense rules. If there is a tie rail and mounting block you know you are welcome.

Cuyahoga has a club representative for each Reservation who would be willing to answer your questions. 

You can also contact Club Trail Coordinators:

Penny Passalacqua at 440-248-0156 pennyohc@sbcglobal.net or

Margaret Wolfe 440 232-0710 Mrgrtrw@aol.com
The Park Ranger Emergency # is (440) 243-0442

Non Emergency Ranger # is (440)-243-7860

The following is a brief review of each reservation and a contact name. We will give the primary parking area although there may be others. There are no overnight camping facilities.

________________________________________________________________________

NORTH CHAGRIN RESERVATION: Monica DeSanto (440)-338-6084 misukuma@adelphia.net.
Located in Mayfield Village, Willoughby Hills and Gates Mills. It is within the boundaries of Rt.6- Rt.91- Chagrin River Rd. and Wilson Mills Rd. There are 2100 acres and two to three hours of riding which can be extended by loops. This Reservation stands by itself, not connecting to the others.

The Ox Bow Trailhead is the horse trailer parking area. Located on 

N. Oxbow Lane off of Chagrin River Road. There is a potty, picnic tables, tie rails and plenty of parking for 15 trailers or more. 

Trails are well maintained but rocky in places (slag). There are some good long hills to climb but only one small water crossing so bring water for horses to drink. 

Point of interest: Squires Castle built in 1890 to be a gatehouse for a country estate-the estate never materializes but the castle remains.

SOUTH CHAGRIN RESERVATION: Penny Passalacqua (440)-248-0156 pennyohc@sbcglobal.net
Located in Bentleyville, Solon and Moreland Hills, bounded by Rt.87 (South Woodland Rd.) Chagrin River Rd.-Cannon Rd. and Richmond Rd.

There are over 1438 acres and one to six hours of trail riding. This Reservation connects to the other four Reservations so riding could go for days.

The Polo Field at Rt.87 and Chagrin River Rd. is the best place to park as long as there is no huge prescheduled event being held. Enter from Chagrin River Rd. There are toilets, picnic tables and mounting blocks. The trail is wide, well maintained, relatively flat with several shallow water crossings. There are several busy road crossings some with traffic lights. Taking the main trail would take you about ten miles to the connection to Bedford Reservation but most people do a series of loops after crossing Miles Road and return to the Polo Field. This would take anywhere from two to five or more hours. 

Point of interest: A small but attractive Arboretum that you pass through. A ten- mile ride takes you to Shadow Lake and a small equestrian picnic area with tie rails etc and a beautiful view of the Lake. Remember it is ten miles back.

BEDFORD RESERVATION: Margaret Wolfe (440)-232-0710 mrgrtrw@aol.com

Located in Bedford, Oakwood, Valley View, and Walton Hills. Bounded by Richmond Rd. Egbert Rd. Dunham Rd. and Canal Rd. There are over 2200 acres and miles of groomed trails plus a loop around the rim of a beautiful 200-foot deep gorge that has a more primitive trail. There is also a primitive trail heading down the valley toward the Brecksville Reservation and across Canal Rd. onto the Towpath Trail. The loop around the gorge takes about two hours. One side is groomed and the other primitive with Tinkers Creek (river) to cross at either end. This is not to be crossed after a rainstorm. A guide is suggested.

Jacks Place Trailhead is located on Old Button Rd. at Dunham and Tinkers Creek Rd. just beyond the Park Maintenance Area. There is a small corral, picnic tables and a mounting block. Toilets a short walk away in the Hemlock Creek Picnic Area.

BRECKSVILLE RESERVATION: Sue Sandercock (440)-746-1033 or sue21@cox.net
Located in Brecksville and bounded by Rt. 21(Brecksville Rd.), Parkview Rd. Chippewa Rd. (Rt.82) Riverview Rd. and Snowville Rd. This Reservation connects to the Mill Stream Reservation.

There are over 3470 acres and miles of well-maintained trails that are hilly but have long stretches of flat. Trailers can be parked at Brecksville Stable in the meadow as long as it is dry enough or lengthwise on the right side of the blacktop. The restrooms are located in the stable and there is a picnic table.

Point of interest: The loop trail around the stable takes you to the newly opened Valley Trail a primitive trail heading to the Wetmore Trail system in Peninsula. This section alone is about a ten-mile trail and would need to be retraced to return to the stable. The Brecksville trail system takes about two hours to ride with dogleg extensions that would greatly extend the time.

MILL STREAM RESERVATION: Kathy King (216)-741-3966 kking@nis.net
Running from Berea to Strongsville it is bounded by Bagley Rd. Edgerton Rd. and runs on either side of the Valley Parkway. This is a long narrow Reservation of 3181 acres and a long run of trail that connects Brecksville Reservation to Rocky River Reservation. There are no loops so count on doubling back at some point.

Trailers may be parked at Wallace Lake or across from the archery field in the Albion Picnic Area. There are some major roads to cross if you start from Wallace Lake so horses must be traffic safe. This is one of the more urbanized parks because of its narrow boundaries but is a nice ride in spite of the traffic at some points. 

ROCKY RIVER RESERVATION: Carol Miller (440)-826-3720 

Located in Berea, Lakewood, Olmsted Township and Rocky River, this Reservation of 2520 acres offers a beautiful ride along the river with some wide water crossings and views of massive shale cliffs. Trails run from Bagley Rd. connecting at Mill Stream to past Puritas Rd. and the Stable.

Trailer parking is at the Lewis Rd. Show Ring area on Lewis Road. There are tie rails, potty, mounting blocks and picnic tables. From there you can ride to Mill Stream (you would have to ride an all purpose trail and cross busy Bagley Rd.) or better yet to the Stable on Puritas Rd. and then past the stable to a loop up by the golf course. Several hours of trails are well groomed and mostly flat once you go down the hill from the back of the ring area. You must double back at some point in your ride. Cleveland Hopkins Airport is nearby and it is a thrill to see and hear the low flying planes. Horses seem to take this in stride.

HINCKLEY RESERVATION: John Shaughnessy (440) 243-7120 jscamf@aol.com
Located in Hinckley Township in Medina County this Reservation of 2300 acres offers the best of groomed rural riding. Trailer Parking is on Rt. 606 where you find tie rails, potty, mounting stone a trail winding through woods and fields for fourteen miles. This is also an out and back trail and has two doglegs to extend your ride. You really can’t get lost but you feel like you are very isolated from the busy world. There are several other smaller parking areas, one at the Worden House and one at Johnson’s Picnic Area.

Watch for the beautiful Blue Herons who nest in this reservation.

Cuyahoga OHC rides a different Reservation each month throughout the spring, summer and fall. Come join us and learn the trails and make new friends. Other Chapters are ALWAYS WELCOME!

Geauga County Bridle Trails

The Geauga County Park District has eleven parks throughout the county.  Five of these parks have bridle trails totaling eleven miles.  This report is only a brief review of each park/reservation giving general information and the location.

All Bridle Trails are primarily for the use of equestrians but hikers, dog walkers (dogs must be on a leash), skiers and on certain designated trails, bicyclists are allowed. All users are responsible for sharing the trail and other courtesies.

 Horseback riding is permitted along designated trails and on park roadways only.  These are indicated in individual park maps and with trail signs. Please keep your horse on the improved portion of the trail.   Don’t ride through streams, other than horse trail crossings or to the edge of the reservoir at Headwaters Park. NEVER leave your horse unattended except at a designated hitching rail or horse shelter.  You are responsible for cleaning up after your horse in parking lots and along roadways.

General Information for the Geauga Park District:

Trail Provider/ Land Manager is: The Geauga Park District, www.geaugaparkdistrict.org 

Emergency Phone Numbers:



FOR ALL EMERGENCIES CALL 9 1 1

       Geauga Park District 440-286-9516 (during Park Hours 8:30 am to 4:30 pm weekdays 

                                                                                              10:00 am to 6:00 pm weekends)

       Sheriff’s Department 440-286-1234 (off hours, when park is closed)

       Our OHC Park Liaison, Nora Stanton, 440-564-7926, would gladly answer questions regarding the Park trails.

All Geauga Parks have brown park signs indicating the park on the major roads.  All the trails are rated as an easy trail with the exception of Pioneer Trail (West Woods), and Highline Trail (Big Creek Park), which are rated as moderate.  There is no overnight camping with horses available.

BEARTOWN LAKES RESERVATION – Whitetail Trail

LOCATION: 18870 Quinn Rd. Auburn/Bainbridge Townships. Quinn Rd is located off of Taylor May Road, which runs between Rt. 306 and Rt. 44. 

There are no unique or scenic trail features. There are scenic lakes at Beartown.  

EASY TRAIL

Whitetail Trail makes an l.5-mile loop through woodland, meadow, and overlooking wetlands.  The trail has gently sloping terrain; groomed surface, this trail does have a small bridge. The trail surface is gravel topped with Geo-textile fabric and is dry normally and acceptable in winter and wet weather. 

TRAIL HAZARD

The trail hazard would be the trail marker at the base of the dam causes the rider to back track. The trail can be accessed on the north end of the North Point parking area. PARKING

Both Trailhead parking areas are asphalt.

FACILITIES  

There is a tie rail available also picnic tables, shelter house and restrooms.  

BIG CREEK PARK – Creek Trail and Highline Trail

LOCATION: 9160 Robinson Rd. Chardon Township. Robinson Road is located off of Woodin Road between Rt. 608 and North Street/Ravenna Rd. This park has four entrances. 

EASY TRAIL

Creek Trail makes a 2.1-mile ride that wanders through woodland between Tupelo Pond and Woodin Road.  The trail surface is gravel and is dry normally and acceptable in winter and wet weather. 

MODERATE TRAIL

Highline Trail utilizes .8 miles of power line clearings that run through Big Creek Park.  The trail surface is gravel and is dry normally and acceptable in winter and wet weather, however, north on the Highland Trail it can be muddy and this trail is rocky by the power lines. 

TRAIL HAZARD

If you take the trail down the power lines toward Robinson Road there is a very steep gullied out hill. 

PARKING

Trailer parking is available at the Woodin Rd., Tupelo Pond, and Big Creek parking areas.  The parking areas are asphalt.

FACILITIES 

There are no facilities available. The people facilities are located in the Big Creek Nature Center Building.

HEADWATERS PARK – Buckeye Trail

LOCATION 13365 Old State Rd. Huntsburg/Claridon Townships. Headwaters Park/East Branch Reservoir.  Headwaters Park has two entrances one on Rt. 608 between Rt. 87 and Rt. 322 and one entrance on Rt. 322.  The reservoir is owned by the City of Akron Water Supply Division and leased by Geauga Park District.  All users share the common effort to prevent erosion and water contamination.

EASY TRAIL

Buckeye Trail is a 2-mile multi-purpose trail shared by horseback riders, hikers, bicyclists, and others.  The trail surface is gravel and is dry normally and acceptable in winter and wet weather. 

PARKING

Trailer parking is available off of Route 608.  The parking area is gravel and asphalt.

FACILITIES

There is a tie rail available also picnic tables, shelter house and restrooms.  

SWINE CREEK RESERVATION- Wagon Trail, Gray Fox Trail, and Meadowlark Trail

LOCATION 16004 Hayes Rd. Middlefield/Parkman Townships. Hayes Road is located off of Route 87. There are also two other park entrances on Swine Creek Rd. 

EASY TRAIL

The Wagon Trail, Gray Fox Trail and Meadowlark Trail provide 2.4 miles of riding through woodlands and meadows.

TRAIL HAZARD 

In the meadow there is an OIL WELL that can start working at any time.  When it starts working it can be very noisy and could startle a horse.

The Park District has at various times of the year on the Wagon Trail scheduled public wagon rides.

PARKING 

Trailer parking is available at the Hayes Rd. entrance by the lodge and there is another parking area by the trail.   The parking areas are asphalt.

FACILITIES

There is a tie rail available also picnic tables, shelter house for horses and restrooms in the Lodge.  

THE WEST WOODS PARK – Pioneer (Bridle) Trail

LOCATION 9465 Kinsman Rd. Newbury/Russell Townships.  The Park is on Route 87 (Kinsman Rd.) closer to Rt. 306 but between Rt. 306 and Route 44.   

MODERATE TRAIL

Pioneer Trail is a 2-mile loop, which circles the perimeter of the park with sandstone ledges, mature forests, wetlands and pristine Silver Creek. In 2004 the Park District is planning another trail. The trail surface is gravel topped with Geo-textile fabric and is dry normally and acceptable in winter and wet weather.

PARKING 

The trailer parking is the first driveway on your right. The parking area is asphalt. 

FACILITIES

There is a tie rail available in the parking lot area; also there is a tie rail available on the trail. There are no picnic tables or facilities available at this time by the parking lot.  The people facilities are available at the Nature Center located in the Park.  The picnic shelters located in the park are off limits to horses.

Holmes County Bridle Trails

Holmes County Rails-to-Trails, www.holmestrail.org 

PHASE 1: Holmesville to Millersburg 
Location: County Road 189 in Holmesville to Wal-Mart (south end of Millersburg) 
Current Status: Closed for construction
Length: 6.67 Miles 
Current Surface: Paved 
Future development: 9ft paved surface for biking, roller-blading, walking, running, and wheelchairs, with an adjoining 7ft chip and seal surface for horse-drawn vehicles and horseback riding 

Future Development: This section is scheduled for construction during 2004. 
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

PHASE 2: Millersburg to Killbuck 
Location: Wal-Mart (south end of Millersburg) to Railroad Depot in Killbuck 
Current Status: Open 
Length: 4.72 Miles 
Current Surface: Primitive Earthen Trail (Rough and Rocky) 
Future development: Finely-packed crushed limestone surface for multi-purpose use 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

PHASE 3: Killbuck to Glenmont 
Location: A section of this trail will utilize County and Township Roads.  Railroad Depot in Killbuck to State Route 60; to Township Road 65; To Township Road 64; To Township Road 54 and back onto trail at State Route 520 
Current Status: CLOSED 
Length: 3.85 Miles 
Future development: Finely-packed crushed limestone surface for multi-purpose use 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

PHASE 4: Fredericksburg to Holmesville 
Location: Holmes-Wayne County Line to County Road 192 in Holmesville 
Current Status: Closed 
Length: 3.45 Miles 
Future development: 9ft paved surface for biking, roller-blading, walking, running, and wheelchairs, with an adjoining 7ft chip and seal surface for horse-drawn vehicles and horseback riding. This section is scheduled for construction during 2004. 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

PHASE 5: Glenmont to Brinkhaven 
Location: County Road 25 in Glenmont to Holmes-Knox County Line in Brinkhaven 
Current Status: Open 
Length: 7.47 Miles 
Current Surface: Primitive Earthen and Cinder Trail 
Future development: Finely-packed crushed limestone surface for multi-purpose use 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

 

Medina County Bridle Trails

Name of trail:

Cuyahoga Valley National Park Trail System

Location of trail:
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Peninsula, Ohio

Directions from nearest main route:
Wetmore Trailhead on Wetmore Road off Akron Peninsula Road South of Route 303 between I-271 and Route 8, Peninsula, Ohio

Trail Land Manager:

US National Park Service, www.nps.gov/cuva/ 

Trail description:
hills, streams, ravines, ridges, sand & gravel, clay, wooded

Type of trail (multi-use, bridle/hike, etc.):

horse/hike

Trail surface:

clay, gravel

Normal trail condition:
Mostly dry with chronic wet areas

Trail condition during winter/wet weather:
Muddy, very slippery when frozen

Length of trail:
30 miles

Trailhead parking description:
(Wetmore) medium size gravel, (Covered Bridge) medium size gravel, (Boston) very small gravel

Trailhead horse facilities:
(Wetmore) tie post by port a john and at opposite end of lot, picket lines by picnic area

Trailhead human facilities:

(Wetmore) Port a pot, large loading stone, picnic table 

Unique /scenic trail features:
streams, vista views, ravines

Trail hazards:

some mud, tree roots, slippery if very wet or frozen

Trail rating:
Moderate---Rolling to hilly terrain; short steeper slopes; water crossings; irregular trail surface; narrower trail surface

Portage County Bridle Trails

Name of trail:

West Branch


Location of trail:
West Branch State Park, www.ohiostateparks.org 

Directions from nearest main route:
Located off of Rocksprings Rd.  Rocksprings Rd. runs North and South between SR 5 and SR 18.  East of the city of Ravenna

Trail Land Manager:

West Branch State Park 330-296-3239
Portage County Sheriff 330-296-5100

Trail description:
see trail rating below

Type of trail (multi-use, bridle/hike, etc.):
bridle/hiking

Trail surface:

Clay

Normal trail condition:
dry hard base with some wet spots

Trail condition during winter/wet weather:
deep mud, some trails are not passable

Length of trail:
20 miles

Trailhead parking description:
gravel lot off the main camp road

Trailhead horse facilities:
none

Trailhead human facilities:
One port-a-john and dumpster May thru October.  Picnic tables and mounting block.

Unique /scenic trail features:
none

Trail hazards:

Boggy/swampy areas.  Trails west of Rocksprings Road is open to hunting year round.  Some trails run next to active railroad.

Trail rating:
       Easy – Level or gently sloping terrain; consistent groomed surface; wide trail surface; shallow or no water crossings



  X    Moderate – Rolling to hilly terrain; short steeper slopes; water crossings; irregular trail surface; narrower trail surface



  X   Challenging – Steeper hills; unimproved trail surface; deeper water crossings; wider water crossings; boggy areas



       Difficult – Very steep hills; long climbs or descents; narrow trail surface; faster flowing and wider water crossings; deep water crossings 

Comments:
The trails at West Branch are moderate to challenging depending on the time of year and weather conditions.  They can be anywhere from 30% - 100% muddy throughout the year.  Because of the clay base, some hills become very slick with the least bit of moisture.  All the trails have some mud holes on them even at the driest times.  Some trails go through boggy areas that are not recommended during wet weather.  Trails at this time are poorly marked which we hope to take care of this year.  Some trails run along an active railroad line with trains going by about every 20 – 30 minutes.  Although the trails on the west side of Rocksprings Rd. are open to hunting, we have never had a problem with any hunters.  The scenery is a combination of open fields, hardwood/conifer forest and swamps.  We hope to have a more detailed map of the trails by next year.

The parking lot is a gravel lot.  It is big enough to turn around a rig, but if it partially full you may have to back your rig in or out.  There are no facilities for tying your horse.  There is a picnic area and mounting block.  A port-a-john and dumpster are provided by the park May through October.

Camping is by reservation only.  Camping is open from May through October.  A lottery is held in March for camping dates.  Contact the Park for more information regarding this.  Please note:  You can call the park anytime you would like to camp to see if any sites are available.  Not all sites or dates are filled by the lottery.  

NO LOOSE DOGS ARE PERMITTED ON THE TRAILS.  

 Stark County Bridle Trails

Name of trail:

Quail Hollow State Park

Location of trail:
13480 Congress Lake Rd NE in Hartville, Ohio

Directions from nearest main route:
From Rt 619 east of Rt 43 in Hartville take Prospect (at traffic light) north (turns into Congress Lake Rd) to Park.  Can also access off of Rt 224 east of Rt 43 going south on Pontius following signs.

Trail Land Manager:

Quail Hollow State Park – 330-877-6652, www.ohiostateparks.org      Emergency phone numbers: 911 or Hartville Fire Dept 330-877-9328 or Sheriff 330-430-3800

Trail description:
Most trails are wide, mowed, and flat

Type of trail (multi-use, bridle/hike, etc.):
in some areas, the trails are shared by hikers and bicyclists – most of the bridle trails are separate for horses only.

Trail surface:
Good in most places - groomed

Normal trail condition:
Good

Trail condition during winter/wet weather:
some areas are in “muck” so might be muddy

Length of trail:
about 7 miles

Trailhead parking description:
Area for horse trailers in parking area – possibly 4 to 5

Trailhead horse facilities:
parking – hitching posts

Trailhead human facilities:
portable toilet, picnic area

Unique /scenic trail features:
trail winds thru pine trees, wooded area and open meadows

Trail hazards:

stay on trail in swampy areas

Trail rating:
  X     Easy – Level or gently sloping terrain; consistent groomed surface; wide trail surface; shallow or no water crossings



      Moderate – Rolling to hilly terrain; short steeper slopes; water crossings; irregular trail surface; narrower trail surface



      Challenging – Steeper hills; unimproved trail surface; deeper water crossings; wider water crossings; boggy areas



       Difficult – Very steep hills; long climbs or descents; narrow trail surface; faster flowing and wider water crossings; deep water crossings 

Stark County Bridle Trails

Name of trail:

Tri-Co Horse Trails

Location of trail:
East Sparta, Ohio

Directions from nearest main route:
I-77 to Exit 99 at Fohl Road, go east about 1 mile to Dueber Ave. SW, turn south for 4 miles to Downing St. SW, turn east to horse camp on right (about ¼ mile)


Trail Land Manager:

Trail Master 330-879-9707, Tri-County Horseman’s Association, Emergency Phone Numbers: 911 or Pike Township Fire 330-866-9211 or Sheriff 330-430-3800

Trail description:
Trails cross roads, creeks, and private property.  Many trails on Muskingum Watershed property – swampy areas – can be muddy in wet weather

Type of trail (multi-use, bridle/hike, etc.):

Mostly bridle

Trail surface:

dirt – rocky – can be muddy in wet weather – some hills & woods

Normal trail condition:
some areas are wet and muddy

Trail condition during winter/wet weather:
very muddy

Length of trail:
4 different trail loops that are about 12-15 miles each

Trailhead parking description:
Great, plenty of parking around circular drive on about 5 or more acres.

Trailhead horse facilities:
overnight camping available, water, and picket lines

Trailhead human facilities:

water, outhouses, shelter and kitchen facilities

Unique /scenic trail features:
Eating places on each of the 4 trails in the towns.  Green trail takes you on the towpath into Zoar, Ohio.

Trail hazards:

Some areas are in the swamp – must stay on the trail.

Trail rating:
       Easy – Level or gently sloping terrain; consistent groomed surface; wide trail surface; shallow or no water crossings



  X    Moderate – Rolling to hilly terrain; short steeper slopes; water crossings; irregular trail surface; narrower trail surface



  X   Challenging – Steeper hills; unimproved trail surface; deeper water crossings; wider water crossings; boggy areas



       Difficult – Very steep hills; long climbs or descents; narrow trail surface; faster flowing and wider water crossings; deep water crossings 

Comments:


The 4 trail systems are:


Orange – goes north passing Cricket Valley Rodeo area and Springwood Valley Golf Course where there are hitching posts and you are welcome at the Club House to purchase food and drinks.  

Blue – goes north with orange trail and then divides off and goes east into the town of East Sparta.  Hitching posts are located at the Town Pump Tavern where meals can be purchased.

Red – goes west and south to Bolivar where there are plenty of eating-places.  Hitching posts are at the McDonalds (must follow part of the green trail to get to McDonalds.)

Green – this scenic trail goes off the red trail into Bolivar, across Rt 212 at the Golf Course and NTR Canoe Livery following I-77 where you then get on the Towpath Trail (Ohio to Erie Canal) that will take you into Zoar.  You can also continue past Zoar on the Towpath to Rt 800 in Zoarville and to Camp Tuscazoar (the old Boy Scout Camp) where there are horse trails available to ride.  At Camp Tuscazoar they ask you to sign in so they know you are there.  

Stark County Bridle Trails

Name of trail:

Congressman Ralph Regula Towpath Trail (Ohio-to-Erie Canal)

Location of trail:
Western part of Stark County – Canal Fulton/Massillon/Navarre

Directions from nearest main route:
Several trailheads off of Rt 21

Trail Land Manager:

Stark County Park District, Emergency Phone Numbers: 911 or Stark County Park District 330-477-3552, www.canalwayohio.com 

Trail description:
Limestone wide path on Towpath

Type of trail (multi-use, bridle/hike, etc.):
Multi-use, hikers, walkers, bicyclists, horses

Trail surface:
Limestone

Normal trail condition:
Excellent

Trail condition during winter/wet weather:
Excellent

Length of trail:
About 25 miles going from Summit County towards Tuscarawas County

Trailhead parking description:
Several parking areas for horse trailers along route

Trailhead horse facilities:
None

Trailhead human facilities:
Portable toilets

Unique /scenic trail features:
Historical route of Ohio-to-Erie Canal

Trail hazards:

Bicyclists!  Road crossings.

Trail rating:
  X     Easy – Level or gently sloping terrain; consistent groomed surface; wide trail surface; shallow or no water crossings



      Moderate – Rolling to hilly terrain; short steeper slopes; water crossings; irregular trail surface; narrower trail surface



      Challenging – Steeper hills; unimproved trail surface; deeper water crossings; wider water crossings; boggy areas



       Difficult – Very steep hills; long climbs or descents; narrow trail surface; faster flowing and wider water crossings; deep water crossings 

Comments:
Horses are not permitted on section of trail in Massillon.  Just north of Massillon you can pick up the “leg” of another trail going towards Dalton.

County Bridle Trails

Name of trail:



Location of trail:


Directions from nearest main route:


Trail Land Manager:

Trail description:

Type of trail (multi-use, bridle/hike, etc.):

Trail surface:

Normal trail condition:

Trail condition during winter/wet weather:

Length of trail:

Trailhead parking description:

Trailhead horse facilities:

Trailhead human facilities:

Unique /scenic trail features:

Trail hazards:

Trail rating:
       Easy – Level or gently sloping terrain; consistent groomed surface; wide trail surface; shallow or no water crossings



      Moderate – Rolling to hilly terrain; short steeper slopes; water crossings; irregular trail surface; narrower trail surface



      Challenging – Steeper hills; unimproved trail surface; deeper water crossings; wider water crossings; boggy areas



       Difficult – Very steep hills; long climbs or descents; narrow trail surface; faster flowing and wider water crossings; deep water crossings 

