
 
 

April 2005 Newsletter  
 

JACK’S  STALL   4-05 
 
I know that I promised nicer weather for the April meeting and as I am writing this the weather forecast is looking pretty 
good even though at the moment the wind is howling and a mix of snow and sleet is in the process of setting the 
record for the snowiest Cleveland winter of all time. Aren’t we so lucky? 
 

The “club on the move” held a St. Patty’s Day ride at Hinckley on March 19th  which was a lot of fun. Rain threatened 
early in the day but never was a serious problem. I was surprised by the amount of ice on the trails. I guess it was too 
slippery for the hidden leprauchans.  However, the horses didn’t seem to mind and after the first slip and slide they all 
got their sea legs (or should I say snow legs). Reuss Griffiths, Stacy Sadar, Abby Christman, Bob & Susan Burrows 
and I rode. Phil & Ronda Urbank joined us on foot as their trailer was mudded in and they didn’t want to ride from 
Quick Road to Hinckley just to ride some more. After the ride we had lunch at the Richfield Family Restaurant. Our 
next ride is April 17th at South Chagrin. Please come and ride with us. We always have a great time with lots of stories 
and big lies. 
 

Reuss and I are both involved with the rewrite of the State OHC bylaws. We are part of a committee of about 15 
people. It has been quite a while since the state bylaws have had any major revisions. There are many items that 
need to be changed to meet the needs of the present organization and to fall in line with the computer age. We hope 
to have the suggested changes ready for a vote at the fall meeting. I think that the committee is up to the task. 
 

As a club we need to be thinking of projects to do with the park to enhance the bridle trails and facilities for horses and 
horse people. If you have any ideas regarding projects that you think we should undertake,  please share your 
thoughts with Reuss and or myself. Planning for the future is always a good thing. 
 

I wish to thank Deb Aldridge for the excellent article the she wrote for the web site. If you read the article (see link on 
home page) you now know how to keep track of your trail miles and have no excuses for not turning in your miles to 
Ronda at the end of the year. Last year, we ranked 9th in the state with 11,462 miles reported. We only had 23.7% of 
our members turn in miles. We certainly have more than 23.7% of our members riding the trails. We will never have 
100% but we sure can have more than 23.7% turning in trail miles. The form that you need is conveniently linked to 
the home page.  Just print a copy and get started. It isn’t that hard and doesn’t take all that much time to keep track of 
your miles. 
 

Numbers are important to all governmental agencies. If we can show that the trails are being used the chance of 
getting additional funding for trails is increased. 
 

Along the same line of thinking here is another thought. It is important to have good turnouts for our work days. When 
park sees a lot of people helping with the trails it really helps our image.  We are trying very hard to be good partners 
with the park and anything of a positive nature that  we can do to show the park how much the trails mean to the horse 
people will be steps in the right direction. The more of us they see the more of them we’ll see. Our next work day is 
Sat. April 23rd. Everyone is invited to take part and do what they can to help maintain the trails. Many of the veteran 
trail workers are not as young as they used to be and are not physically able to do as much as they did in the past. We 
need more younger, as well as older bodies to help with the work; however, no matter if you are only able to help for 
an hour or so we still need and want you. Mark the date on your “Valley Girl Calendar” and join the workday. You will 
have a good time. 
 

May your horse be with you as you traverse the trails of life.       Jack 
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March Trail Maintenance Report 
The first work session of the year was held on March 26.  Eleven hardy souls cleaned ditches and culverts on Perkins 
Trail.  The good news is that the trail survived the winter without much damage.  Two sections of the trail that the Park 
worked on last year with equipment were damaged by either slumping down into the creek or the bare ground on the 
uphill side of the trail was slumping down onto the trail.  This damage will have to be addressed on a future work 
party.  The rest of the trail was in pretty good shape, particularly the new reroute we benched in last year by hand.  It 
looks pretty good for using the "sustainable trail building methods" espoused by the IMBA trail care crew.  

The next quarterly meeting with the Park will be on April 12.  We will be establishing trail project priorities and 
scheduling the next three monthly work parties.  At this point the projects "on the table" are: repairing the winter 
damage on Perkins; reworking the approaches to the Arizona bridge on Riding Run (will require Park equipment); 
finishing the work begun on the Valley Trail by AP road north of Rte 303; rebuilding switchbacks on the Valley Trail by 
Pine Lane Trail Head; rerouting the Valley Trail between the golf course and Rte 303.  Our next trail work party will be 
April 23, meeting at 8:30 at Robinson Field.  Please come out and join us.  It's a really a lot of fun (believe it or not) 
and a good chance to enjoy the company of other horse people.  After a long winter as a couch potato, the exerecise 
won't hurt (MUCH) either.  

If anyone has comments or suggestions for other work needing to be done, please contact me (216-440-0748 or 
reuss5@msn.com). The first bridge north of Highland Rd on the Valley Trail has the banks leading into and off the 
bridge have been eroded away.  The Park is aware of the problem and will repair it as soon as it is dry enough to get 
equipment in there.  

The situation regarding the closed bridle trails (Wetmore, Langes Run and Butler) has not changed.  The Park is still 
trying to raise the funds for the environmental assessment.  If we could identify some grant money to match our 
calendar money, the Park may be able to come up with the rest need for this study.  I would appreciate help in this 
area from anyone who has experience with grants or is willing to do the missionary work required to find it.  

Reuss Griffiths 
Trail Maintenance Chairman 
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A Trio of Friends  

Submitted by Deb Aldridge  
 
Remind me again WHY we do what we do? 
 

What do you call 3 really cool and awesome women who camp and ride in cold, wet, rain/sleet weather? FOOLS! 
That's what you call them. But then again, that was the name of this first competitive ride of the year held in Toledo 
this weekend. It's called the Ride Like a Fool competitive trail ride.   (Probably named because it was around April 
Fools weekend but I don't think so!) 
 

It all started when 2 days before we were to leave, one of our group, I won't mention MOLLY'S name, said "No, I'm the 
smart one. I'm not going because it's going to be cold!" So we called her Wussie and all sorts of names. Friday 
morning, she called and said she was going.  Hey! If two of the trio have to suffer, the 3rd one HAS to be there to 
suffer along with us!! 
 

We got there kind of late on Friday afternoon. We ate a great dinner of steaks and salad, had some happy juice and 
went to bed.  The horses were blanketed because of the wind and cold but it started to rain about 10pm. We didn't 
sleep much for worrying about the horses. Got up the day of the ride and the horses were chilled and shivering some. 
It was still raining.   Theresa woke up with a migraine. We changed the horses blankets and after some discussion as 
to how to warm him up, I hand walked Derby around camp. He was so jumpy and spooky that I went back into the 
camper and announced "THERE'S NO WAY I'M GETTING ON THAT HORSE! I will gladly hand over my money and 
go home right now!!"  Really, I was a little nervous about getting on my horse but man, it was cold, rainy and windy 
and I was wussing out!  But nobody has to know that.  
 

We all got on and away we went for our 25 mile ride.  The horses were totally enjoying themselves and we were 
getting pelted with rain and wind. We had a ball trotting and cantering in the woods!!  After our first 12 1/2 miles, we 
took our 1/2 hour break and went back out for the next 12 1/2 miles.  Derby pulled a front shoe and then the other 
front shoe 100 yards from the first one so we did about 10 miles barefoot. It was all sand and no gravel so that was 
good. 
 

We passed the "dogs" safely. Last year, they charged the fence that's about 2 ft. off the horse trail but this year, they 
were in a pen and we found out that they are wolves! Real ones.  Going along in the rain/wind/sleet, we see there's a 
deer pooping in the woods.  Wow. What a sight that was! Did you know deer squat down like dogs?  He even had a 
roll of toilet paper hanging from a branch!  Still raining but now the temp has dropped and  it's raining ice pellets, 
sideways. 
 

We get to the end of the 25 miles and feel like champs!!   
 

So Molly, who didn't want to come in the first place on her 20 yr. old gelding who  almost had to be put down 3 weeks 
before because of a really bad colic episode, took first place, Grand Champ and a breed award!! Congrats to her but 
see if we beg HER to come along again. (just kidding Moll.)   Theresa and I didn't do too bad. We both took 3rd places 
in our divisions. It's all good.  It finally stopped raining about 4:30pm. 
 

We decided to go home Sat. night. We pack up, get the horses in the trailer, start the truck and I get a phone call 
saying "Stay there! We are having a snow storm in Medina." Wow, 5 or so inches!  We had a great sunset and no 
snow accumulation in Toledo. 
 

Theresa and I unpack, put up our corrals again and go to bed around 10.  Don't know what time it was but her horse 
decides to roll and take the fence down. He stuck right around so we set it back up and went back to bed. 
 

Don't know what time it was but then the furnace was blowing cold air. We ran out of propane!! I think it got down to 
like 25 degrees in the camper!! 
 

All in all, we had a GREAT time and we'd do it again in a heartbeat.  
 



So the question was, WHY do we do what we do?  It's because we love to ride our great horses, we love to camp and 
compete and we love our great friends!!  We may be fools but we are a trio of friends who wouldn't have missed it for 
the world!!  On to the next ride.   
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HOUSE FOR SALE:  Five and one-half Acres of horse property on Quick Road in 
Peninsula, Ohio.  This property is ¼ mile from the Cuyahoga Valley National Park with its 
bridle and hiking trails.  The property consists of a 3 bed room 2 ½ bath ranch home with a 
gas fireplace, large kitchen, 20 x 20 living room, full basement, over sized two-car garage, 
first floor laundry, and sun room.  There is a barn/shed approximately 40 x 90 and a 
workshop, corn crib and horse shelter.  The landscaping features a waterfall and golden pond 
on a hill beautifully planted with perennials and a nice yard.  The remainder of the property is 
fenced pasture.  For more information, call Phil or Ronda Urbank 330-923-9557. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Record Your Trail Miles! 
Please print the Ohio Horseman's Council Medina County Chapter Individual Trail mile form and record all the miles you ride 

during 2005.  Make as many pages as you need to record all the miles you ride.    

Each time you ride, list the date, the Trail Location/Name and the miles ridden.  Wetmore and CVNP are the same Park and have 

a column separate from Parks & Forests because so many Medina members ride in the CVNP.  Having a separate column makes 

it easier to total the miles ridden in the CVNP.  Wetmore/CVNP ends up in the totals for Parks & Forests when we report the miles 

to the State.  

At the end of December 2005, summarize EACH location you rode onto the OHC Trail Usage Location Form also printed on the 

Web for you to download.  If you ride in a Park or Forest or an out-of state location that is not on the summary, please add it at the 

bottom of the list.  Mail ONLY the OHC Trail Usage Location Form to the Medina County miles ridden recorder.  Our county 

recorder will use each member's OHC Trail Usage Location form to complete a spreadsheet and print ONE OHC Trail Usage 

Location Form for the entire county membership.  This summary of each member's location form is then mailed to the State OHC 

trail miles ridden chairperson so he can compile all the miles ridden by all OHC members in the state.  

If you have any questions, please call Ronda Urbank 330-923-9557.  This procedure is really very simple and it is extremely 

important that we report our miles.  ODOR and CVNP read these numbers and plan trail maintenance, facilities and additional 

trails accordingly. 

Both forms can either be printed from the website www.medinacountyohc.com or from the pages below. 



 



 

 

 

  

 

OHIO HORSEMAN'S COUNCIL 
Medina County Chapter 

Individual Trail Mile Form  
 

 

 NAME:                                                   
 

 

DATE TRAIL LOCATION  WETMORE  
TRAILS 

PARKS &  
FORESTS 

PRIVATE  
MILES 

OUT OF  
STATE 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

********* *****TOTAL MILES******          
 

 

          



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


